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Following the 1990 merger of the four ‘melting pot Elk lodges to Ladue Rd., the
membership at #9 on Ladue Road totaled 540. The lodge was still giving away shoes and
socks to less fortunate children of the area (in 1990, it was estimated that the *new* #9 gave
away 500 pair of shoes at the Cherokee Recreation Center in south St. Louis City). Other
charity events of the new merged lodge included Christmas parties and Memorial Day
BBQs for Cerebral Palsy. The lodge continued the 10-year-old tradition of steak nights and
near 100-year-old tradition of grave side rituals at the Bellefontaine Elks REST. The lodge
also continued with the Chesterfield Lodge initiated involvement with the Spirit of St Louis
Airport, netting over $12,000 between the fall of 1989 and 1990.

The Ladue Rd. Elks melting pot merger of 1990 had all the appearances of success as
membership was now at a reasonable number and cash on hand ($123,000) exceeded debt
($73,000). But underneath the surface, a delinquency problem was brewing. According to
PER Warren Seitz who had recently called for the resignations of lodge ER, Trustees and
Treasurer for spending money without lodge floor approval, “if we don’'t do something soon
(regarding our delinquencies), the lodge will be in serious financial shape.”

On Saturday, September 27th, sixteen Elk
members and friends traveled to Bellefontaine
Cemetery to witness and participate in our
annual Elks REST graveside ritual. Presiding
over the ceremony was #9's newly elected
Exalted Ruler, Dave Roeth. The ceremony
concluded with Mick Conley, Beth Schnettler
and Bob Dixon each reading a biography of the
three military veterans interred at the Elks Rest.
A guided trolley tour was provided by BCA to
visit additional gravesites of Lodge #9 veterans
buried at Bellefontaine.

A date has not been set for next year's annual
~ e 75 : | graveside ritual which will mark the 135th
Image: Michael Schnettler, PER Beth Schnettler, anniversary of the St Louis Lodge #9 Elks REST.
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Eternally an Elk

The #9 Notables at Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum

Many prominent St. Louisans interred at Bellefontaine were also Lodge #9 members.
Thanks to Sandy Schneider, Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum volunteer researcher,
we are delighted to introduce our fifth ‘BCA #9 Notable’.

Thomas Jefferson Portis, 1826-1899
Confederate Veteran, Prominent Attorney for the Railroad and Private Practice

Often known as T.J., Thomas Jefferson Portis was well-educated, a lover of books, and a
trained lawyer. He was born in Sumter, Alabama in 1826, and was later educated in North
Carolina. He was admitted to the bar in Cahaba, Alabama, where he went on to serve his
community in various capacities. First, he was a teacher and then principal of a female
academy. He served as the County Superintendent of Education which was an unpaid
position. He then became a prominent lawyer in the community as well. He married
Emma Francis Hines in 1852. They would have 8 children, only 3 would survive until his
death. His family would remain pillars of the Cahaba community for many years.

In 1859, Portis was appointed General
Administrator of Dallas County, Alabama.

His devotion and service to the
Confederacy began on May 16, 1862,
when he enlisted as a lieutenant and
adjutant of the 42nd Alabama Infantry
Regiment. He received pay for overseeing
the regiment’'s administration and critical
operations. However, health issues
escalated from acute kidney disease, and
he was deemed unfit for field service in
1863. Still devoted to the Confederate
cause, he continued to serve in
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administrative positions. He was :
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promoted to captain early in 1864, and  gncestry.com

appointed Assistant Adjutant General,

overseeing a coal company's contract to

supply necessary coal to the Confederacy.

Night, bits of trivia will be included in upcoming History Happenings

\ |2 In preparation for the 1904 Worlds Fair themed History Committee Trivia
° %@ ° Newsletters. This month’s trivia question:
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/ \ Who won the 1904 World Series?



At the end of the Civil War, Portis remained in Dallas
,?i?fif’;/%’?R@,f’i’ﬁ;ﬂ,..w%,ﬂ; County. He received his presidential pardon for serving in
e the Confederacy fromm Andrew Johnson on September 71,
1865. The war had depleted his personal wealth, so about
1,750 acres of property were auctioned off in 1869. Portis
A took a menial job on the Atlantic-Pacific Railroad to sustain
s : his family. Luckily his administrative skills were recognized
immediately so he advanced steadily and quickly.
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. pAp : In 1871 the railroad acquired a station in Bethany, Kansas.
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Y ‘ Since they already had a station by the name of Bethany,
the new town was renamed after Portis, who was now vice-

T.J. Portis Presidential Pardon
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president of the railroad.

Portis advanced to become Missouri Pacific's general
attorney and advisor to Jay Gould. Gould was a financier,
sometimes called a robber baron for his techniques, but he
bought a controlling interest in the Missouri Pacific
system, and added to it by buying several more railroads.
Portis would work for Gould for the next 19 years.

After several years of making business trips to or through
St. Louis, Portis moved his family there permanently in
1874. Again, he was well-established in the community. He
was a member of the Elks Lodge # 9, and in the 1880s he
was mentioned in the St. Louis Post-Dispatch as being an
active member. He resided at 4069 Morgan Street, and
after leaving Missouri Pacific he settled into a private
practice at 417 Pine Street with his son Thomas G. Portis. T ——

Known for his life-long love of literacy, Portis had acquired Public Member Photos & Scanned
an extensive personal library. Documents; ancestry.com

Yet his health issues continued. He suffered from a case of la grippe, what we call today the flu.
It weakened him, and it was reported that he continued to suffer effects from it for six years. He
continued to decline until he was confined to his bed for about three months before dying of
heart failure in June of 1899. Thomas Jefferson Portis was 72 years old.

A simple service was held first in the Portis family home, then many carriages followed the
hearse to Bellefontaine Cemetery for burial. Few words were spoken and just a simple prayer
marked the ceremony. Portis was an avid spiritualist, and everyone was expecting some sort of
prayers or ritual to be conducted from someone of that community. But none took place. Later
that year a Lodge of Sorrows was conducted at the Olympic Theatre for the Elks who had died
in 1899. At that time eulogies were read for each.



Elks REST Elsewhene

- On Memorial Day, 1914, in front of 5000

' people, Buffalo, New York Elks Lodge #23
unveiled and dedicated their Elks REST at
Forest Lawn Cemetery. The dedicatory
services were opened with an invocation,
followed by "Nearer My God, to Thee", played
by the Seventy-forth regiment. Later in the
service, “The Vacant Chair” was sung by the
MacDowell quartet.

The Hon. Louis P. Fuhrmann, mayor of Buffalo and a member of the Buffalo Lodge,
delivered an address in which he touched upon the beauty of the REST and
congratulated the brothers upon the possession of the memorial “which will live as a
tribute to the memory of all departed Elks..... As the nation honors its departed heroes on
this day by placing of flags upon the graves of the sleeping soldiers; as the fond mother
carries to the last resting place of her child some floral tribute; as the thousands the world
over, remember friends, who have been called to the great beyond; so the Elks Rest shall
always stand as a tribute to the departed members of Buffalo Lodge No. 23, B.P.O.E”

“In order to give the Elks throughout the world an opportunity to see what the Buffalo
Lodge has done, motion pictures of the entire dedicatory services were taken. These will
be shown upon the screens in every large city throughout the world (The Buffalo
Enquirer, Monday, June 1, 1914).”

‘A few feet back from the Main Street
entrance, on a knoll of verdant green,
stands the emblem of the brotherhood, a
life size, bronze statue of an elk, placed
upon a granite base. The monument cost
$6000 ( $190,000 in today's dollar ) and is
the work of Eugene Monaghan of
Brooklyn. (The same Buffalo Enquirer
edition).”

Image: Elks REST Lodge #23
Forest Lawn Cemetery, Buffalo, New York
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* /" No one. The National League Champion New York Giants refused
to play against the American League Champion Boston Red Sox on

the grounds that the new American League was inferior.



"Restoring the St. Louis ELKS REST" Brick Campaign

The ELKS REST at Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum is the final
resting place for 33 of our brethren. Since the 1890's, the Elks Rest
monument has watched over this sacred spot. Now, worn and
weathered by time and the elements, it seems appropriate to restore
the Elks' Rest to its original stately appearance.

By replacing the damaged Elk, improving the individual markers, and
tending to the landscaping, we can move forward with certainty that
we are doing all we can to honor our fellow Elks.

To achieve that goal, the History Committee has launched a fundraising
campaign. All bricks sold will be laid at the base of the Elk guarding the entrance of Lodge #9.
Bricks are 4" x 8" and are available two colors Nutmeg ($125) or premium option Regimental
Red ($150).

Each brick will be engraved with the name(s) or phrase(s) of your choice; 3 lines of text, 20
characters per line.*

For questions, please contact Beth Schnettler - beth12523@gmail.com.

To place an order, complete this form and send with payment to Elks Lodge #9, 12481 Ladue
Road, Creve Coeur, MO 63141, attention Beth Schnettler.

Make checks payable to "Elks Lodge #9" with the note "Elks Rest Brick Campaign" on the memo
line. Payment can also be made through the Club Room Bar register.

Name:

Address:

Phone: Email;

Line 1:

Line 2:

Line 3:

*The History committee reserves the right to assess all orders to ensure all words and phrases used are

R

appropriate for placement on the Lodge grounds.




