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It did not take long before the recent #1881 Clayton and #2771 Chesterfield Lodge merger
and the St Louis #9 and Overland Lodge #2665 merger to discuss a further consolidation
as common problems of membership and finances persisted. 

On February 16th, 1990, St Louis #9 officially merged with
Clayton-Chester #1881 and moved to 12481 Ladue Road.
The “Ladue Elks Melting Pot” was now complete and #9,
St Louis, Clayton #1881, Overland #2665 and Chesterfield
#2771 were one, and the four-decade long divorce
between #9 and #1881 was reconciled. 

The Clayton lodge charter was surrendered (as was
Chesterfield’s when it merged with Clayton, and
Overland’s when it merged with St Louis). The 12481
Ladue Road facility became known and remains known
as St Louis #9. To the new marriage, #9 brought a dowry
consisting of a “bunch of wandering Elks and a trust
fund.” In recollection of some members of Elkdom, that
trust (known as the Martino Trust) was the only thing that
kept #9 alive in the years leading up to the mergers with
Overland and Clayton. 

For its marriage gift, the Clayton Lodge added their own George Murray (1961-62) and
Howard Bopp (1965-66) to the updated official list of Missouri Elks Association State
Presidents from #9. A fifth lodge, St Louis South (instituted on January 16th, 1988) is
sometimes erroneously thought to be included in “the melting pot.” To prove that
thought erroneous is the noted charter surrender date of South St Louis Lodge #2636 on
January 10th, 1994.

In preparation for the 1904 Worlds Fair themed History Committee Trivia
Night, bits of trivia will be included in upcoming History Happenings

Newsletters. This month’s trivia question:

Out of the nearly 100 sports in the 1904 Olympics, 
women were allowed to compete in only one event, which was...?

https://basketball.realgm.com/nba/teams/St-Louis-Hawks/45/Rosters/Regular/1958


Eternally an Elk 
The #9 Notables at Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum

Many prominent St. Louisans interred at Bellefontaine were also Lodge #9 members.
Thanks to Sandy Schneider, Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum volunteer researcher, 

we are delighted to introduce our fourth ‘BCA #9 Notable’.

Col. Charles D. Comfort - 1857 - 1928
Civic Leader, Veteran of the Spanish-American War

A short walk from the Elks REST the grave marker of Lt. Col.
Charles D. Comfort, a veteran of the Spanish-American War, can
be found.  But both before and after the war, C.D. as he was often
called, was active in St. Louis government and politics.

C.D. was born in St. Louis. His father was James Hall Comfort, an
attorney and trustee of Princeton University. C.D. held various
positions in City Hall including president of the City council
under Mayor David R. Francis, also a member of Lodge #9 in
1886.

He was collector of Customs in the Philippines and was taken ill with
malaria.  He rose to Lt. Col. in the 7  U.S. Volunteers under Theodore
Roosevelt.  On February 25, 1900, the St. Louis Globe Democrat printed
a touching letter that C.D. had written to the parents of a young man
who was killed in battle, and very near C.D. It gives some insight into
his compassion for the parents and showing pride in the fine young
man who they raised.  (A copy of this article will be added in the Lodge
#9 archives).  In the U.S. Registry of Civil, Military and Naval Services in
1903 it was reported that C.D. was compensated $2,200 for his service
in the war.
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Upon his return to St. Louis, C.D. again became active in service to the city. He was named
as Assistant Collector of Customs, and later as Assistant Postmaster. His name was
mentioned frequently in the local newspapers during the late 1890's till the early 1900s. The
St. Louis Post Dispatch, August 7, 1904, reported that C.D. was a chief advisor to Mayor Cyrus
P. Walbridge, who later ran unsuccessfully for governor. C.D. was included in a group of
other influential citizens who were called the “boys with pull.”

C.D.’s first marriage ended in divorce. He remarried, a woman 26 years his junior, named
Ellen Gast. They had two daughters and a son. Ellen was listed on census reports as
“keeping the house,” or “no occupation” until 1910 when she was listed as a registered nurse.
Having an occupation outside of the home was a rare occasion for women of this era.

Image: International Military
Antiques 
www.ima-usa.com



After many years of leading such an active, and
presumably contentious life at times, C.D.’s health
began to fail.  Resigning to the fact he did not have
long to live, C.D. called for George N. Wagoner, his
friend and noted undertaker of the city.  He gave
Wagoner a list of his pall bearers, which included
the name of Dr. Max Starkloff, St. Louis Medical
Examiner.   Wagoner reluctantly took the list.  C.D.
was admitted to the U.S. Veterans Hospital #92 at
Jefferson Barracks, where he passed away on June
26, 1928, just two days after his 71  birthday.  His
cause of death was listed as pneumonia of the
right lung, but the contributing factor was
“carcinoma of a descending colon, metastasis.”  He
was laid to rest in the family plot alongside his
parents.  An application was made for a military
marker in 1929, but was not issued. Instead, a low
monument marks his final resting place and that
of his wife Ellen, who died in 1964. She had gone
on to have her own practice as a chiropractor.

st

We at Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum were
delighted to share more stories on September 27, 2025,
when the History and Veteran’s committees of Lodge
#9 visited BCA.

Besides being active in the politics of City Hall, C.D. was active in the G.A.R., Grand Army
of the Republic. He was buying and selling real estate and involved in other small
business endeavors. He was a member of the Merchant Exchange, and he was a member
of Lodge #9. In 1903 he was the Esteemed Leading Knight, and in 1906 he was the
Exalted Ruler.

Article: St. Louis Globe Democrat,
May 31, 1906

Image:  www.findagrave.com



“Surmounting the loftiest elevation of Laurel
Grove Cemetery (Totowa, New Jersey) and
silhouetted against the sky to the eyes of
anyone down in the valleys for miles around,
stands majestically the life-size bronze Elk…..A
monument that is presumed to last for
generations, it stands not only as a reminder of
the lives of the members of the Paterson Lodge
(#0060) who have passed into the Great
Beyond, but, as well, as a testimonial to the
energy and industry of the men of the Paterson
Lodge who conceived the idea of having a
burial plot and collected here and there the
large sum of money necessary essay to
purchase the ground and erect the handsome
monument (The February 1, 1937 Paterson
Morning Call).”

 Elks REST Elsewhere

Dedication of the Laurel Grove Cemetery by the Paterson Elks Lodge #0060 (now
known as the Elmwood Park - Paterson Lodge) Elks REST occurred on May 28, 1907. The
dedication ceremony began with a parade of 400 Elk members, marching or riding
from the Paterson Lodge on Main Street to the cemetery. A platform had been erected
which accommodated 1000 people, but this was found to be inadequate, so large was
the gathering.
 
“Elks from all parts of the country who have paid a visit to Paterson have made it a
point to visit the monument as it is generally considered to be one of the finest of the
sort in existence. (The February 1, 1937 Paterson Morning Call).” Today, the bronze elk is
often mistaken for a grazing deer, by those traveling below on route 80.

Image: www.lostinjersey.com 

The Laurel Grove Cemetery is a 200-acre, non-
sectarian Cemetery, located 15 miles west of New
York City. It is the final resting place for
approximately 100,000 people, including
Baseball’s Hall Of Fame Member, Honus Wagner.

Image: Public Domain, Microsoft 
Bing search Archery



"Restoring the St. Louis ELKS REST" Brick Campaign

The ELKS REST at Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum is the final 
resting place for 33 of our brethren.  Since the 1890's, the Elks Rest 
monument has watched over this sacred spot.  Now, worn and 
weathered by time and the elements, it seems appropriate to restore 
the Elks' Rest to its original stately appearance.  

By replacing the damaged Elk, improving the individual markers, and 
tending to the landscaping, we can move forward with certainty that 
we are doing all we can to honor our fellow Elks.

To achieve that goal, the History Committee has launched a fundraising 
campaign.  All bricks sold will be laid at the base of the Elk guarding the entrance of Lodge #9.
Bricks are 4" x 8" and are available two colors Nutmeg ($125) or premium option Regimental
Red ($150).

Each brick will be engraved with the name(s) or phrase(s) of your choice; 3 lines of text, 20
characters per line.*

For questions, please contact Beth Schnettler - beth12523@gmail.com.

To place an order, complete this form and send with payment to Elks Lodge #9, 12481 Ladue
Road, Creve Coeur, MO  63141, attention Beth Schnettler.

Make checks payable to "Elks Lodge #9" with the note "Elks Rest Brick Campaign" on the memo
line.  Payment can also be made through the Club Room Bar register.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________________________ Email: _______________________________________

Line 1: ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____

Line 2: ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____

Line 3: ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____  ____
 

*The History committee reserves the right to assess all orders to ensure all words and phrases used are

appropriate for placement on the Lodge grounds.


